	DRAFT Minutes of the Little Hoole Parish Council Meeting 
Held at 7pm on Monday 8th June 2026, at Walmer Bridge Village Hall
In attendance: Cllrs L Dryden (Chair), S Evald, E Moore, D Owen. T Wilcock, and S Rainsbury. Mr P Cafferkey (Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer). 2 members of the public.
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1. Apologies for absence. Cllr J Rainsbury.
2. To agree the minutes of the last Parish Council mtg. It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th May 2026, be accepted as a true record and were agreed unanimously.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk116496559]To receive declarations of interest. Cllrs Moore and Owen declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 7.
4. Matters arising from the minutes of last meeting. None.
5. Public Time - matters raised by members of the public. A member of the public raised the fact that there is still no Public Right of Way (PRoW) sign on The Moss between Little Hoole and Midge Hall (FP No. FP0701001). Although this lies outside Little Hoole Parish, the Clerk agreed to raise it with Lancashire County Council (LCC). A member of the public mentioned the absence of flowers, usually purchased by the Parish Council, item 28 refers. As noted in previous minutes a damaged bollard, in front of the Walmer Bridge Inn, was understood to be being replaced by LCC, but has now been tarmacked over by LCC. 

6. Planning Applications. 
a) 07/2026/00343/HOH. 3 Farriers Fold Walmer Bridge PR4 5DR. Garden building.
There were no objections to the above planning item. 
7. Grant application from Little Hoole and Friends Ground Force (Little Hoole Primary School) for £2,500 for the development of outdoor learning and the promotion of bio diversity. It was resolved that this application be approved on the basis that any grant would be limited to the development of the front of school open space. Also, any grant would need to be spent in the 2026/27 financial year, although there was a general understanding, in principle, that any unspent grant monies would be approved in the following financial year 2027/28. 

8. To approve the following transactions in the bank for May 2026.
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It was resolved that the above transactions be approved. 

9. Payments approved by email or pre-approved and retrospectively noted. It was resolved that the following payments be approved 
a) Parish Council Insurance £470.19.
b) Information Commissioner’s Office £47.00
c) Purchase of two “anti dog fouling signs” at a cost of £62.66 (excl VAT) for PRoW at end of Station Road.
10. Clerk’s claim for May 2026. It was resolved that the Clerk’s claim for May 2026 of 17.18 hours be approved.
11. VAT Re-Claim Monies 2024/25. The Parish Council noted the receipt of £1,009.44.
12. Amendment to item 11a, minutes of 8 Dec 2025 re 2026/27 budget figures. The Clerk reported that he had correctly stated the budget at the Dec 2025 meeting but he had erroneously recorded the figures in the minutes. It was resolved that the Dec 2025 minutes be amended to state that “the Parish Council’s gross expenditure budget for 2026/27 be set at £28,718, gross income budget of £4,400; giving a net budget £24,318. These figures exclude the agreed precept £22,040. Once the precept figure is taken into account this gives a net budget deficit of £2,278; to be funded from reserves.”
13. Receipt of CIL monies in the sum of £1,197.53. This was noted by the Parish Council 
14. Finance Report. The Clerk presented a Summary Finance report. An opening bank balance as at 1 April 2026 of £54,563, a forecast closing bank balance as at 31 March 2027 of £34,352; this represents forecast net expenditure during the year 2026/27 of £20,211. It was resolved that the Finance Report be accepted.
15. To approve re-appointment of Internal Auditor (Helen Broughton) for 2026/27 at a cost of £220.00 (excl VAT). It was resolved that Helen Broughton be appointed for the audit of the 2026/27 accounts.
16. Dates for the exercise of public rights for the inspection of accounts and supporting records relating to 2025/26. It was resolved that the dates be set to commence on Monday 29 June 2026 and ending on Friday 7 August 2026.
17. Parish Council’s Insurers for 2026/27. It was resolved to appoint Community First Insurance as the Parish Council insurers for 2026/27 at a cost of £470.19 for the year.
18. Proposal to set up a Parish Council Bio Diversity Grant. Cllr Evald presented a revised grants policy which now included provision to offer grants for environmental and bio diversity projects. This will be considered at the next meeting. 
19. Discussion re possible future project, PRoW information signs. It was agreed that the Clerk could find out more information regarding this potential project.
20. Summer Activities Programme – Update. 	Cllr Wilcock reported that she had filled in all the necessary forms and was awaiting approval from SRBC. The Clerk agreed to contact Bouncelona about the possibility of them hiring a larger generator – the cost to be borne by the Parish Council. 
21. Update re diversion of FP0707050 in relation to planning application 07/2024/0768/FUL. The Clerk reported that he had been in contact with LCC and SRBC to ask for an update on the diversion of this PRoW, a response from SRBC is currently awaited.
22. Update: re the replacement of the two bus shelters at the junction of Liverpool Old Road and Liverpool New Road (Star Garage) at a cost of £15,942 (excl VAT). Still awaiting a response from SRBC.
23. Pond at Old Mill Court-re Lillies & Duck Sign. Cllr Evald reported that she has put in a request to LCC Highways for a triangular wildlife warning sign. It was also reported that the lillies, paid for by the Parish Council, have not been successful. The contractor has agreed to replace these at no charge to the Parish Council. 
24. Fly Tipping. The Chair reported that this has now been removed from the brook by SRBC.
25. Update re Memory Bench. The Chair reported that a local contractor is due to start the flag base for the bench.
26. Planned Upgrade of Dob Lane Recreation Park. Following a complaint by a member of the public regarding the condition of the Park, the Clerk had contacted SRBC who had responded that the Park is planned to be refurbished in 2027/28 and in the meantime the play area is inspected every 3 weeks.
27. Update re Dog Fouling. No update. 
28. Update re Summer Planting. The Chair reported that the contractor had been unable to meet the agreed planting schedule, so the work will now take place in mid-June. The Chair is already planning next summer’s planting to help prevent a repeat of this delay.
29. Update re removal of Post Box on Station Road. The Clerk confirmed he had contacted Royal Mail regarding this matter. 
30. Information and Updates. This item is purposefully not recorded; it is to allow Councillors a short time to discuss any matters that might result in a future agenda item. No financial or legal decisions are made.
31. Correspondence. None.

32. Date & Time of Next Meeting. It was agreed that the next meeting is to be held on Mon 13th July 2026, 7pm. Location to be confirmed. 
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Date Payee £ Description

01-May-26Direct Debit (GOCARDLESS) 62.04         Mthly email and website subs

11-May-26B/P to: Helen Broughton 220.00       Internal Audit Fee

14-May-26HMRC VTR 1,009.44 -  VAT Reclaim for 2024-25

15-May-26SOUTH RIBBLE COUNC 1,197.53 -  CIL Monies

20-May-26B/P to: Employee 24.99         Clerk Printer Cartridges

20-May-26B/P to: L T Dryden 157.94       Plants

20-May-26B/P to: L T Dryden 90.00         Plants

20-May-26B/P to: Employee 248.41       Clerk Tax Mth 02 Pay

20-May-26B/P to: Employee 3.80            Clerk Postage

20-May-26B/P to: L T Dryden 289.98       Plants & Compost

20-May-26B/P to: LALC 434.04       LALC/NALC annual subscription

22-May-26Direct Debit (INFORMATION COMMIS) 47.00         Data Protection annual subscription

26-May-26B/P to: Community First 470.19       Annual Insurance Renewal 

31-May-26Service Charge 7.00            Monthly Bank Charge


